Aum Sri Sai Ram!

2009 Tri-State Easwaramma Day

May 9th, 2009 

Guidelines for SSE Teachers

Sathya Sai Center of Detroit Metro welcomes you to our celebration of Easwaramma Day!  Please review our guidelines before attending the program so that you have a clear understanding of our needs and expectations so that everyone, especially our children, can have a memorable experience.

1. General:
a. Review “SSE Students Guidelines” and “SSE Parent Guidelines” documents 
b. SSE Teachers (and their assisting volunteers) will meet for a 7:45AM - 8:00AM meeting with the host SSE leadership Lata Conjeevaram and Raj Prakash. This meeting will be in the lobby right outside cafeteria and will start promptly at 7:45AM. 
c. The purpose of the said meeting will be to establish common understanding of important aspects associated with the day and to answer your questions. Please review the three guidelines documents (Students, Teachers, Parents) well in advance. 
d. SSE teachers (and their assisting volunteers) helping with morning presentations:
i. Please carry the program agenda and schedule with you ALWAYS
ii. We need your help to manage the children throughout the day.
iii. Please make sure the SSE children take their “bathroom break” prior to the SSE activities (Veda, Presentation, Bhajan, etc.)
iv. We are giving our children a wonderful opportunity to practice the values we teach in our classrooms.  We must remain alert to give reminders on respecting people, property, and Mother Earth.
e. You are encouraged to make use of the “free stage” time (7AM-8:15AM) for allowing your children to get feel for the stage. Run through a scene or some dialogues so that the children spend a few minutes on the stage (before appearing for the main presentation.) 
f. Due to the meeting of teachers and meeting for veda students, you may want to finish the “stage feel” practice by 7:40 AM. Keep in mind that all children should eat breakfast, unless they had that prior to arriving at the venue. 
g. You are encouraged to arrive at the venue early. You can arrive before 7AM and then your children will have enough time to get comfortable with everything. 
2. SSE Veda Invocation:

a. Participating children should meet Chandrasekhar Namuduri by 8:00am in the lobby right outside cafeteria. 
b. Make sure that all children (for veda chanting) have the required white clothing and that it meets Parthi modesty standards. Sorry but those who do not meet the “all white & modesty” dress standards will not go on stage for veda chanting. 
c. The green/dressing room is available until 8:15am for those who need to dress their children for veda chanting (completely white dress). 
d. At least one SSE teacher from your Center should remain with the children to assist them in properly assembling on stage and then quietly returning to the auditorium to enjoy the rest of the morning program
3. Transitions between Veda, Guest Speaker, and SSE presentations:

a. Transition from the morning Veda chanting and invocation needs to be smooth and accomplished with minimum disturbance. To achieve this objective, we have planned the following:
i. SSE Children will be seated by Sai Centers in front of the stage
ii. 15-30 minutes before the presentation, the green room monitors will request each group of presenters be led by their respective SSE Teachers to the green/dressing room area (boys and girls in separate rooms); Exception applies for the first two groups of presenters as described in section #4 below.
iii. The SSE presenters will NOT enter the stage BEFORE the preceding group presentation is complete and all presenters have left the stage.
iv. The SSE group that just completed it’s presentation will be led by their SSE Teachers and quietly sit at the front of the auditorium in the designated SSE area and enjoy the rest of the program
v. When ALL the Sai Centers have completed their presentations, ALL the children will be led out of the main prayer hall/auditorium for lunch
4. Stage Presentations:

a. After welcome address, SSE children from each Center will assemble in the green/dressing room 15-30 minutes before their presentation per published program sequence. SSE teachers from each Sai Center will wait for the Stage Manager’s prompt before leading the SSE children on stage for their presentation. The sequence will follow as below:
i. The 1st SSE group of presenters will be in the green/dressing room at 8:45am and be all set to go on stage promptly at 9:15am.  The 1st group goes back stage early so they do not disturb the guest speaker.
ii. The 2nd SSE group will assemble at the green/dressing room 15-30 minutes before their start time. This pattern will follow for the rest of the groups in sequence. 
iii. Please work with green room monitors (two designated adults). They are responsible for usage of green room to make sure that priority is given to those who go to stage first and there is not too much of crowding in that area. Please communicate your group’s needs to them.
b. The SSE Teachers (and their assisting team members) must pick up all the props, backdrops, hardware, furniture, equipment from the stage at the end of their group’s presentation

c.  Similarly, the SSE Teachers (and their assisting team members) will assist on the stage in setting up the appropriate props and backdrops for their group’s presentation

d.  After each presentation, SSE teachers and their team of assistants will lead the SSE children quietly to the front of the stage to watch the rest of the presentations

e.  Before and after the presentations, the props, backdrops, etc must be stored and retrieved from the designated area near the green/dressing rooms

5. Peer-to-Peer Presentations:

a. Each of the SSE groups from different Sai Centers will have 4 minutes for making verbal presentation on the subject of application of human values at home. With one minute for Q&A, that’s 5 minutes for each center.
b. If there are multiple presenters from a group, the 4 minutes time is divided between them. More than 2 presenters in 4 minutes time is hardly practical but it’s your call. Ideally, one student from the center presents, representing all others.  
c. The centers have the option of using their poster for the peer-to-peer presentation. So, if their poster is needed, it can be brought in from the hallway ahead of time. 
d. Each group (I, II, III) will present only to their peers. The groups will not be mixed or further divided in smaller subgroups. 
e. All SSE children will attend, listen to all the presentations and support their peers. 
6. Indoor/Outdoor SSE Activities and Jeopardy game based on values and bhajans:
a. Games have been organized for each SSE Group.  If weather permits we will play some games outdoors so children can enjoy some fresh air and sunshine.
b. Please wait to see if Teachers need additional volunteers.  If they do not require additional volunteers then please enjoy the adult session.

c. Remain with the children during snack time to assist them in any way.
d. Please review Jeopardy rules with your children.  If possible you should play with your Center children in advance so they are familiar before the actual stage program.  

e. Wait for Stage Manager’s instructions on assembling children on-stage for the Jeopardy game in an orderly fashion. 

f. Enjoy the jeopardy game from the auditorium.

g. Stage volunteers should come back to help seat children in an orderly manner for bhajans

h. We must maintain silence as Concluding Remarks will be delivered at this time.

7.  SSE Bhajan Session:
All nine Bhajans will be sung by SSE Boys and Girls groups alternately as assigned in the table below:
	Bhajan
	Led by

	1. I bow down at the Feet of Ganesha
	Group Boys

	2. Guru Baba, Guru Baba, Charana Namostute Guru Baba
	Group Girls

	3. Jaya Durga Lakshmi Sarasvati, Sai Jagan Mata
	Group Boys

	4. You are my Mother, You are my Father
	Group Girls

	5. Hari Om Namo, Shiva Shakti Namo 
	Group Boys

	6. Bhola Jai, Bhola Jai, Sathya Sai Ki Jai, Bolo Sathya Sai Ki Jai
	Group Girls

	7. Everybody loves Sai, Sai loves Everybody
	Group Boys

	8. Sarva Dharma Priya Deva, Sathya Sai Deva
	Group Girls

	9.  Sai Baba, Sai Baba, Sathya Sai Avatar of the Lord
	Unison


a. Instrument players – harmonium, tabla, naal, cymbals are pre-assigned. 

b. There will be no tambourine (since there are enough instruments.) 

c. Two boys and two girls (selected from the host center) will have dedicated microphones. All else will have their voices amplified by the omni-directional microphones set up. 

d. For each bhajan, the harmonium player will play one line fully and then the leaders will start. Since these are group bhajans, all boys or girls will lead together. 

e. If a particular child hasn’t practiced or is an off-key singer (sorry!), it’s better to sing at low volume or not sing. 
f. The unison bhajan is led by all boys & girls together. 
We are estimating 150 SSE children so please be available for any assistance required.  We thank you all for your selfless service and look forward to celebrating Easwaramma Day with our Sai family!

Jai Sai Ram!
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